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WELWYN HATFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
RESOURCES OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE – 17 FEBRUARY 2020 
REPORT OF THE CORPORATE DIRECTOR (PUBLIC PROTECTION, PLANNING 
AND GOVERNANCE) 

ACTIONS STATUS REPORT 

1 Executive Summary 

1.1 In order to ensure that actions identified at meetings are completed, this 
report lists the actions from the meeting on 8 January 2020, those responsible 
for completing each action and its current status. 

2 Recommendation(s) 

That Members note the status of actions which were identified at the meeting 
of this Committee on 8 January 2020. 

 
Minute 

 
Action 

 
Responsible 

Status/ 
Date Completed 

 
30 

 
1) Has Council worked out what the total 

impact of the increases will be for 
someone who is impacted by both the rent 
increase and Council Tax increase? 

 
Based on a band D property and average 
rent, the total increase is as follows: 

      Band D Tax per annum = £3.15 increase 
      Average Rent Increase £2.79 per  
      week.  Therefore, the annual increase =  
      £145.08 

 

Total £148.23 for a year. 
 

2) Some of the hostels are being 
redevelopment, should these be shown in 
the HRA fees and charges? 

 
Howlands House at the moment, used as 
meeting the temporary needs of a number of 
larger households, plus the redevelopment 
does not require the site vacant until 
December this year at the earliest.   

 
In terms of Minster House, clear site ready for 
development works to start by end of March 
2020, so these fees and charges have now 
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Information 
circulated on 31 
January 2020 



 
 

been removed from the list. 
 

3) Why are the bedsits and 1 bed 
properties at hostels being charged the 
same? 

 
The costs shown in the fees and charges, are 
in relation to the additional costs incurred by 
the Council for the running of the facilities (for 
example electricity), which would not be 
incurred for the Councils general housing 
stock, and so are passed onto tenants. These 
costs are apportioned based upon number of 
beds within a property, which is why they are 
that same for a bedsit and 1 bed apartment.  
Around 80% of these tenants are in receipt of 
benefits, and these costs form part of the 
benefit received.  

 
4) Why are charges higher at Howlands 

than Inspira? 
 

The difference is due to the fact that at 
Howlands the charge includes an element for 
Council Tax. At Inspira House tenants are 
charged Council Tax separately. The reason 
for this is that the Inspira House is made up of 
completely self-contained units, so Council 
Tax can be charged directly. However, at 
Howlands there are shared facilities, which 
means the Council pays the Council Tax and 
recharges tenants through the fees and 
charges.  

 
 

 


